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| $ at city pools 
plunges 7.7% 


Attendance at Terre Haute’s 
three city swimming pools 
dropped during the first half of . 
July, despite hot weather. 

During the first 17 days of 
June, 7,651 people swam in the 
Deming, Sheridan and Voorhees 
park pools. 

During the first 17 days of 


July, 7,062 people swam in the 
pools — a de eof about 7.7 
` Cit Pal de le nt of- 
ficials said the decrease may be 


due to the newness wearing off 
after the first few swims of the 
season, to people going out of 
town for vacation or to weather 
so hot that people may not want 
to stir outside their air-condi- 
tioned homes. 

Another source suggested the 
water is not so pleasingly cool 
now as it was. The Park Depart- 
ment keeps no record of pool 
temperatures. 

The three city pools are open 
for general recreational swim- 
ming from noon to 6 p.m. seven 
days a week through Aug. 21. 

Swimming for children from 3 

to 15 costs $1; for 16 and older, 

$1.25. Ten swim coupons are 
available for $7.50 for children 
and $10 for adults. Coupon books 
are available from the Park De- 
partment office, 208 City Hall. 
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Plans: Architect Shelton Hannig, Parks chief Patrick Ralston, mechanical engineer Jack 


Diamond discuss project. 
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Pool renovation planned — 


A $150,000 renovation and im- 
provement project for the swim- 
ming pool at Deming Park is 
planned for next year. 

Parks and Cemetery Superinten- 
dent Patrick R. Ralston said money , 
from the sale of city property at 
First and Oak streets added to 
contributions so far totals 
$104,000. The property sale netted 
the city $92,000. = 

Ralston said he is hopeful of “two 
substantial contributions” in the 


at few weeks. ` 


e project, which is expected to 
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be awarded to a contractor early 
next year, includes installing a new 
filter system, new gutters around 
the pool, expansion of the deck 


“area, improvements to the 


bathhouses and installation of a 
water slide. The high-diving board 
will be removed. 

Besides remodeling work, 
Ralston said a concession will be 
constructed near the pool area. 

“Hopefully next summer we can 


-extend the swim hours, maybe into 


the evening hours,” Ralston said. 


Ralston said income from the 
pool dropped this summer because 
of bad weather in June and the 
opening of the county’s newest 
park, Haythorn. The county park 
offers free swimming. — 

Contributors include: Victory 
Disposal, $1,000; Terre Haute First. 
National Bank (a pledge), $5,000; 
International Minerals and 
Chemical Corp., $3,000; Western 


Tar Products, $2,000; German Ob- 


erlander Club, $500 and Gengral 
Telephone, $300: = +++ 
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ea | HIGHLIGHTS GE the | 
were a swimming exhibition "| 
Miss Jane Benham. a former| 
member of Wiley High School’s 
Catalina Club and currentiy 
|vice president of the Ocean- 
lides—a women's swim club at 
Indiana University; preeision 
[swimming by the Catalina Club, 
Irelay races and diving exhibi- 
tions by Indiana University 
champions. i 

The planning committee in- 
cluded Miss Benham, Miss 
Ferne Price, Mrs. Anthony La- 
Verda, Carl Wightman, Mrs. 
Elizabeth Nattkemper, Gilbert | 
Leonard, James Mathews, John} 
K. Lamb, Dick Tuttle and | 
Crombie. 


SWIMMING PCDL DEDICATION—As hundreds of nis ERE the Deming Park swim- 
ming pool. city and civic leaders yesterday officially dedicated Terre Haute's three munici- 
pallv owned swimming pools. Before the program that included precision aquatic and race 
exhibitions. Sid Levin. vice presiderit of the park board and master of ceremonies, center, in- 
troduced Roy White. park board pfesident. also standing, and seated from left. Jack Crombie, 
Otto Braunswiger. Bob Bennett. Charles Britton. Mayor Ralph Tucker. Joe Walker and Don 
High. all of whom were — in cine the pools for the city. 


pr | ‘Dedication, Aquatic Exhibitions 
| | i Formally Open City's New Pools 
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Although the city’s three new Jack Å director of the 
swimming pools were opened pools; Otto Braunschweiger, a 
(fast month, the Chamber of member of the citizens recrea- 
i Commerce and the Terre Haute tion committee; Bob Bennett, 
Park Board yesterday gave a park board member; Charles 
salute to the persons who spear-|Britton, park superintendent; 
headed and made possible the|Don High, assistant park super- 
construction of the pools. intendent, and Joe Walker, 

The salute was given during|Chamber of Commerce presi- 
| brief ceremonies at the Dem-|dent. Sid Levin, vice president}| 
“ing Park pool at 2 o'clock yes-|of the park board. acted as mas- 
|terday afternoon. Then the|ter of ceremonies. 


| Spectators were treated to| Mayor Tucker said he hoped 
i < (swimming and diving exhibi- | the pools would keep young- 
i ‚tions by local and statewide sters from swimming in gravel 


Å talent. pits. 
! Pee “ 
en IN the. row ord If we can save the life of: 
were Mayor Ralph Tucker, W. said “the "life ofthe (child 


one child,” the mayor solemnly | 
IL. a. park board president; ‚saved would more than pay | 


| for the cost of the pools.” | 
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Park manager: Dick Kaufman keeping grounds 
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Horseshoe pitching: Women and men find shade in early days of Demin 
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- | Dave Delaney 
«Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Deming Park has long been a 
: favorite of Terre Haute residents .. 
l and it's going to get even better. 
A new community building is 
"going up at Deming Park starting in 
-about a month,” said Dick Hanley, 
„recreation director for the city park 
|«department. The $100,000 structure 
"will feature a large community 
k | room, weight training room, 
* ceramic area with kiln, photography 
(room with lab, an arts-crafts area, 
-room for computer courses and a 
“concession stand. 
“It should be ready by mid- 
- summer,” added Hanley. The facili- 
ty will be funded by $83,000 raised 
` from the sale of the Torner Girls 
Club, with the rest hopefully coming 


«:named after Rebecca Torner. 
+ To enhance use of the park in the 
‘winter, a new cross-country ski 
"building will be constructed. "We"ll 
rent cross-country skis and ice 
skates out of it," said city park 
director Pat Ralston. "IV ll also have 
- rest rooms for year around use.’ 
Ralston said two ski trails will be 
‘constructed at Deming, one for 
beginners the other for advanced 
pre one of this cold weather 
. sport 
TA nine-hole Frisbee disc course 
+ will be installed this season. "These 
* are real popular on the West Coast,” 
«Ralston said. 
> Deming Park is home for the 
- largest of the city’s three public 
Funn pools, which makes it a 
* popular place when the thermometer 


1 mer. There are also three tennis 
' courts, softball diamonds, an 
“archery range, horseshoe pits and a 
„fitness course. Two ponds on the 
“park grounds are popular places for 
$ jing warm weather, the Spirit of 
` Terre Haute train shuttles both 
: oung and old about the park. The 


å lacktop roads that wander through 
I the park are a favorite path for area 


"jo 
Oe age hill just to the left of the 


employees often build a fire on 

of the hill to warm the winter 

orts enthusiasts, who are a mix- 
e of youngters ‘and adults. 
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z ‘from donations. The club will be” ilag 


: and humidity rise during the sum- " 
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and one pavilifon. The e 
popular and can be feserved by 
calling the park department the first 
working day of the year in January. 

“It seems all we do that day is 
answer the phone to make shelter 
reservations,” said Priscilla Teso, 
special events coordinator. “It rings 
off the hook.” 

On a recent sunny weekday, Joe 
and Doris Adams sat on camp chairs 
by the edge of a Deming Park pond 
trying their fishing luck. 

“You know I've lived here over 60 
years and this is the first time I've 
ever fished this pond," said Joe 
Adams. “A fellow told me he caught 
a channel cat fish here once and I 
hear there's bass and blue gill in this 

pond. ” 

P The park is a good place to pick 
fall tree mushrooms said Adams. He 
said the of tal generally found at the 


tree 

«We like to walk around the park 
in the fall,” said his wife, Doris. 
“It's just beautiful.” 

The Adams said they always take 
their grandchildren sledding on the 


Park 
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big nai hill in the winter. 

Down the road from where the 
Adams were fishing, a dozen 
children scrambled over the play- 
ground equipment, played on swings 
and slides. 

“The kids love it here and I think 
this is one of the best parks I’ve ever 
been to,” said Gayle Douglas, 
supervisor of the Gospel Tabernacle 
Academy of Terre Haute. “It seems 
to have something for everyone.’ 

For the last several years, city 
police officer Jerry Arney has lived 
in Deming Park. He lives there rent 
free in a city-owned house. He is | 
thereto deter vandalism. | 

“This has cut down on vandalism - 
fmnendousiy, said Arney who was 

very busy on his ‘off’ time during | | 
the first year there. "The older 
people who use the park are 
especially appreciative of this.” 


pak trees and by willow Local philanthropist Demas Dem: 


ing donated the land for the park on | 
April 7, 1919. In 1981, John Halley, 
Paul Pfister and Howard Batman 
gave 17 adjacent acres to Deming, 
largest of the city parks. Å 
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ere are many picnic tables 
nd the park, nine picnic shelters. 
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Relaxing: VVarm weather brings residents to the pie SG på Es Del 
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